
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 21, 2025

 

The Honorable Gavin Newsom 

Governor, State of California 

State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

The Honorable Robert Rivas 

Assembly Speaker 

State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

The Honorable Mike McGuire 

Senate President pro Tempore  

State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel 

Chair, Assembly Budget Committee  

State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Senator Scott Wiener 

Chair, Senate Budget Committee 

State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Meeting the Needs of Older Adults and People with Disabilities Who Experience 

Loss from the LA Fires 
 

Dear Governor Newsom, Speaker Rivas, President Pro Tempore McGuire, 

Assemblymember Gabriel, and Senator Wiener: 
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The undersigned 126 organizations write in response to Governor Newsom’s 

announcement on January 13th, that the state will provide at least $2.5 billion in 

additional funding for fire response and recovery through the special session of the 

legislature.  Justice in Aging appreciates the swift action by the Governor and the 

Legislature to support the victims of the ongoing fires in Los Angeles.  

Older adults and people with disabilities are often disproportionately impacted by 

wildfires due to factors like mobility limitations, chronic health conditions, and social 

isolation, and that appears to be the case again in Los Angeles. We have already 

seen numerous reports of older adults and people with disabilities who tragically lost 

their lives in the fires, and many more who are now facing serious challenges in efforts 

to recover.   We urge State Leadership to direct state agencies to prioritize the needs 

of older adults and people with disabilities and provide agencies with the funding 

needed to mitigate the health, housing, and financial risks borne by California’s 

highest-needs populations. 

Specifically, California must prioritize older adults in homelessness prevention and 

housing preservation, and restoration efforts. Even before the wildfires, older adults 

were the fastest growing population in the state experiencing homelessness.  The L.A. 

fires are likely to result in lasting housing insecurity, exacerbating older adult 

homelessness without dedicated funding and support. Older residents who lost their 

homes in communities such as the Pacific Palisades Bowl Mobile Estates, face an 

increased risk of permanent housing loss and will require dedicated funding and 

support that can address their unique needs. Furthermore, equity considerations 

should play a part in ensuring diverse and historically Black communities, such as 

Altadena, have sufficient resources to rebuild. Finally, protections from real estate 

and financial scams directed at older adults must be put in place to prevent further 

property loss. 

Ensuring equitable access to preparedness, response, and recovery efforts during this 

disaster also requires California to prioritize funding for services and supports that are 

essential for many low-income older adults and people with disabilities to continue 

living in the community and out of institutional settings. For instance, the In-Home 

Supportive Services (IHSS) program is the largest program providing in-home care, 

serves over 270,000 recipients in LA County, including 111,000 older adults. However, 

without stable housing, individuals cannot access the care they need.  Therefore, 

securing housing for IHSS recipients and the thousands of caregivers supporting them 

is critical.   

Similarly, the closure of numerous Adult Day Health centers that support individuals 

with significant disabilities enrolled in Medi-Cal funded Community Based Adult 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/11/us/palisades-mobile-homes-fire-los-angeles.html
https://apnews.com/article/california-wildfire-pacific-palisades-pasadena-altadena-inequality-63ea76d186740359f7f5dd188896354f
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Services (CBAS) has left hundreds of older adults in Los Angeles County without the 

services they need to remain in the community. Additionally, over 800 older adults 

evacuated from skilled nursing facilities, as well as residents of nearly 100 assisted 

living facilities, many of whom are currently staying in temporary shelters, are in need 

of dedicated funding and supports to ensure they can move to stable settings that 

can provide the level of care they require. 

Older adults and those with disabilities, especially those with low-incomes and those 

with limited English proficiency, have unique needs and face heightened risks to their 

health, housing, and economic well-being in the aftermath of the LA wildfires. Our 

organizations urge the Governor and Legislature to urgently put policies and funding 

in place that ensures older adults and people with disabilities have access to housing, 

caregiving, supports, and the resources they need to recover. 

We look forward to partnering with you to support older adults and people with 

disabilities impacted by the fire.   

Sincerely,

AARP CA 

Abrazar, Inc. 

Agency on Aging Area 
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Aging Services 

Collaborative of Santa 

Clara County 

Alliance for Leadership 

and Education 

Alzheimer's Association 

Alzheimer's Los Angeles 

Alzheimer's Orange 

County 

Archstone Foundation 

Area 1 Agency on 

Aging 

Asian Americans 

Advancing Justice 

Southern California 

(AJSOCAL) 

Asian Americans for 

Community Involvement 

(AACI) 

Association of California 

Caregiver Resource 

Centers (ACCRC) 

Bet Tzedek Legal 

Services 

Brilliant Corners 

CA Commission on 

Aging 

CA Senior Legislature 

California Advocates for 

Nursing Home Reform 

California Association for 

Adult Day Services 

California Association of 

Area Agencies on Aging 

(C4A) 

California Association of 

Public Authorities for IHSS 

California Collaborative 

for Long-Term Services 

and Supports (CCLTSS) 

California Disability 

Services Association 

California Elder Justice 

Coalition 

California Foundation 

for Independent Living 

Centers 

California Health 

Advocates 

California IHSS 

Consumer Alliance 

(CICA) 

California Long-Term 

Care Ombudsman 

Association 

California OneCare 

Education Fund/HEAL 

California 

California Pan Ethnic 

Health Network 

California Work & Family 

Coalition 

Californians for Disability 

Rights Inc  

CalPACE 

Cardea Health 

Caring Across 

Generations 

Center for Health Care 

Rights 

Choice in Aging 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/EPO/Pages/Wildfire%20Pages/Facility-Evacuations.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/EPO/Pages/Wildfire%20Pages/Facility-Evacuations.aspx
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/ccld-disaster-information
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/ccld-disaster-information
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Coalition of California 

Welfare Rights 

Organizations 

Communities Actively 

Living Independent & 

Free (CALIF) 

Contra Costa Senior 

Legal Services 

Corporation for 

Supportive Housing 

(CSH) 

Courage California 

CRS-IL 

Dayle McIntosh Center 

for the Disabled 

Disability Community 

Resource Center  

Disability Rights 

California 

Disability Rights 

Education and Defense 

Fund 

Disabled Resources 

Center, Inc. 

East Bay Innovations 

Educate. Advocate.  

Elder Law & Advocacy 

ElderHelp of San Diego 

Family Caregiver 

Alliance 

FREED Center for 

Independent Living 

Friends Committee on 

Legislation of California 

Front Porch | Home 

Match 

Graton Day Labor 

Center 

Hand in Hand: The 

Domestic Employers 

Network 

Health Plan of San 

Mateo 

Home Health Care 

Management, Inc. 

Homebridge 

Human Impact Partners 

Human Services 

Association 

Huntington Health 

Inner City Law Center 

Institute on Aging 

Jewish Family Service LA 

Jewish Family Services of 

Silicon Valley 

Justice in Aging 

La Raza Centro Legal 

LeadingAge California 

Legal Aid of Marin 

Legal Assistance for 

Seniors 

Legal Assistance to the 

Elderly 

Let's Kick ASS Palm 

Springs (AIDS Survivor 

Syndrome) 

Libertana 

Life Skills Training and 

Educational Programs 

(LifeSTEPS) 

LifeLong Medical Care 

Little Tokyo Service 

Center 

Long Beach Gray 

Panthers 

Los Angeles LGBT Center 

Los Angeles 

Neighborhood Land 

Trust 

Marin Center for 

Independent Living  

Maternal and Child 

Health Access 

Meals on Wheels of 

Alameda County 

Meals on Wheels West 

Mental Health 

Advocacy Services, Inc. 

Monte Del Sol ADHC 

MSA - (Multipurpose 

Senior Services Program 

Site Association) 

National Alliance to End 

Homelessness 

National Council of 

Jewish Women Los 

Angeles 

National Women's 

Political Caucus of 

California 

On Lok 

ONEgeneration 

Orange County Aging 

Services Collaborative 

Our Family Coalition  

Parent Voices California 

Personal Assistance 

Services Council 

Pilipino Workers Center 

of Southern California 

Placer Independent 

Resource Services 

PRC 

Public Law Center 

Resources for 

Independence Central 

Valley 

Sacramento Regional 

Coalition to End 

Homelessness 

San Francisco AIDS 

Foundation 

Scan Health Plan 

SEIU California 

Senior and Disability 

Action 

Senior Coastsiders, Inc. 

Service Center for 

Independent Life (SCIL) 

Serving Seniors 

Silicon Valley 

Independent Living 

Center 

Sistahs Aging with Grace 

& Elegance 

Social Action 

Committee St. Paul AME 

Church, San 

Bernardino,CA 

Sourcewise 

St. Barnabas Senior 

Services 
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Sunny Cal Adult Day 

Health Care, INC 

Thai Community 

Development Center 

(Thai CDC) 

The Arc of California 

The Center for 

Independent Living 

The Tanya Project: A 

Medical-Legal 

Partnership for Women 

with Cancer 

UCSF-UC Law Medical-

Legal Partnership for 

Seniors 

UDW/AFSCME Local 

3930 

United Way of Greater 

Los Angeles 

Valon Consulting 

Western Center on Law 

and Poverty 

 


