JUSTICE IN AGING

FIGHTING SENIOR POVERTY THROUGH LAW

November 20, 2020

California Tax Credit Allocation Committee
915 Capitol Mall, Room 485 Via Email to judith.blackwell@treasurer.ca.gov
Sacramento, CA 95814 and anthony.zeto@treasurer.ca.gov

Re: California Tax Credit Allocation Committee (TCAC) — SUPPORT Proposed Regulation Changes
Dear Committee Members:

Thank you for the chance to submit comments on proposed changes to the Low-Income Housing Tax
Credit Regulations. | am writing on behalf of Justice in Aging, a national legal organization committed to
fighting senior poverty, and providing affordable, accessible housing so that low-income seniors can
remain in their communities as they age. Justice in Aging strongly supports the proposal to increase the
number of fully accessible units in new construction projects. (Section 10325(f)(7)(K)).

Based on our work with older adults and persons with disabilities experiencing homelessness, we know
that there are not nearly enough accessible units — whether short-term or permanent housing. Many
Project Roomkey sites that prioritized people age 65 and over as at highest risk if infected from COVID
could not provide enough motel rooms that met accessibility needs of those needing shelter. Now
Project Homekey is transitioning people to interim housing; Project Homekey only requires that 5% of all
units be physically accessible, and 2% accessible to those with visual or hearing impairments. The lack of
enough physically accessible units will limit the number of people who can be housed, because upwards
of 25% have some mobility impairment.

Accessible affordable housing helps people with disabilities leave institutions and live independently in
the community. California’s housing stock is mostly inaccessible, and many individuals with disabilities
are homeless because of the lack of accessible units. TCAC’s new proposal is an opportunity for
California to address the accessibility gap in our own state and set an example for the rest of the nation.

| fully support the comments submitted by Disability Rights California and its colleagues. | urge the
Committee to stand with people with disabilities and adopt these necessary accessibility changes. Thank
you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
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Patti Prunhuber

Senior Housing Attorney

cc: Natasha Reyes, Disability Rights California, Natasha.Reyes@disabilityrightsca.org
Dara Schur, Disability Rights California, Dara.Schur@disabilityrightsca.org
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